
      

        
            
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                               
                                                  [image: LAWYER.COM]
                                               
                                            
                                        

                                       

                                        
                                            	
                                                    LAWYER SEARCH
Fast & Free
                                                
	
                                                    LEGAL PLAN
Only $14.99/m
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        NEED A LAWYER?
                                                        800-620-0900

                                                    

                                                
	
                                                    FOR LAWYERS
Membership Details
                                                
	
                                                    MY ACCOUNT
Login or Sign Up
                                                
	
                                                  
                                                    
                                                        Ask A Lawyer
                                                    
                                                    Click Here to Connect with a Lawyer
                                                    


                                                                                    
                                
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                        
                                          ×
                                        
                                        
                                            Find a Lawyer for Your Case

                                            Enter case details below and connect to a lawyer fast!
                                        

                                      

                                      
                                        

                                        
                                          
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                              Your Name
                                              
                                            

                                          

                                          
                                            
                                              Email
                                              
                                            

                                          

                                          
                                            
                                              Phone Number
                                              
                                            

                                          

                                          
                                            
                                              Case Location
                                              
                                            

                                          

                                          

                                          
                                            Briefly Describe Your Case
                                            
                                            

                                             
                                                
                                                   

                                                

                                             

                                          


                                        

                                        
                                          
                                             By submitting this lawyer request, I confirm I have read and agree to the
                                              Consent to Receive Messages from all messaging and voice technologies including Email, Text, Phone,
                                              Terms of Use, and
                                               Privacy Policy. Information provided is not privileged or confidential.
                                            
                                          

                                          
                                          
                                          Send Now
                                        

                                      

                                    

                                  

                                



                                                


                                        

                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    
          



            
 

   
      
        	
            
                
            
          
	Legal Articles
	Accident & Injury
	Car Accident Attorney St. Louis - Pedestrian Accidents Involving Wheelchair Users


      

      
        
          
            REFINE BY AREAS

              
                	Accident & Injury
	Bankruptcy & Debt
	Business
	Civil & Human Rights
	Consumer Rights
	Criminal
	Divorce & Family Law
	Employment
	Environmental Law
	Estate
	Government
	Health Care
	Immigration
	Industry Specialties
	Intellectual Property
	International
	Lawsuit & Dispute
	Mass Torts
	Motor Vehicle
	Real Estate
	Tax
	Other

  
              

          
          

          
            Search Legal Articles

            
              
                              
                                Articles Keywords:
                                
                              

                              
                                  Practice Area:
                                  All Areas
Accident & Injury
Bankruptcy & Debt
Business
Civil & Human Rights
Consumer Rights
Criminal
Divorce & Family Law
Employment
Environmental Law
Estate
Government
Health Care
Immigration
Industry Specialties
Intellectual Property
International
Lawsuit & Dispute
Mass Torts
Motor Vehicle
Real Estate
Tax
Other


                              

                              
                                  Where:
                                  Please Select One
--All States--
Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
District of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
--All Provinces--
Alberta
British Columbia
Manitoba
New Brunswick
Newfoundland and Labrador
Nova Scotia
Northwest Territories
Nunavut
Ontario
Prince Edward Island
Quebec
Saskatchewan
Yukon Territory


                              

                              

                             
                              
                                Search Now
                              
                            

                            

                          
            

          

        

        
          Car Accident Attorney St. Louis - Pedestrian Accidents Involving Wheelchair Users


          
            
                
                  [image: ] by 
                  Christopher  Hoffmann on Apr. 07, 2016
Accident & Injury Accident & Injury  Personal Injury Accident & Injury  Car Accident 
                 
                  
    
                
                   Summary: 
                   Studies suggest pedestrians in wheelchair have a higher risk of being injured or killed in automobile accidents.                
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Every day, there is a risk of
pedestrians being injured by drivers who are not paying full attention to the
road. It becomes tough for the pedestrians and motor vehicles to share the road
at times, with the pedestrian not having as much protection from the collision
as the driver does, which means that a pedestrian collision can have a higher
risk of severe and/or fatal injuries when compared to vehicle collisions. In
this post, our St Louis Car Crash Lawyer will
offer some more insight into this.


If that wasn’t bad enough, the
risk of death increases more for pedestrians who are in a wheelchair. Many
states have laws that protect the pedestrians by giving them the right to cross
the road within the marked crosswalks, which means that a car that hits someone
in a crosswalk will be found to be negligent and responsible for the accident –
which can include compensation for the pedestrian, his or her injuries and any
financial losses related to time lost at work.


A recent report on CBS News
presented the results from a study published by the BMJ Open online
publication, which showed that there has been an increase in the number of
wheelchair pedestrians dying in car accidents within the United States. More
than 500 people in wheelchairs died between 2006 and 2012. Research studies
have found pedestrians in wheelchairs are three times more likely to die from
injuries.


Most of the accidents involving
people in wheelchairs who passed away have been found to take place within a
crosswalk, and about four out of every 10 accidents had an issue with the flow
of traffic being under control. These numbers have climbed as the number of
pedestrians being hit and killed in accidents continues to rise.


For example, about 5,000
pedestrians die from a car collision while another 76,000 suffer injuries.
These numbers continue to add concern for people who become more vulnerable in
wheelchairs as they attempt to cross a street legally. 


The fatality risk becomes even
higher for older men between the ages of 50 and 64 who use a wheelchair;
especially because wheelchair pedestrians are more likely to be unseen by
drivers, not knowing there is someone who is supposed to get the right-of-way.
Studies have found that about 75 percent of the accidents mentioned above
showed that drivers were not taking preventive actions to try and avoid the
collision.


That statistic shows that drivers
are not really looking and don’t give themselves a chance to react when they
see a wheelchair pedestrian who might be in their path. But regardless of
whether they were able to see a person trying to cross or not, drivers are
always held responsible when a pedestrian – wheelchair or not – is hit in a
collision and is either injured or killed. 


The statistics published in the
BMJ Open study have shown that more needs to be done in terms of providing
better protection for wheelchair users and other pedestrians; because no one
should feel they are entering dangerous territory when trying to legally cross
an intersection.


If a wheelchair bound pedestrian
gets injured in a car accident caused by the driver’s negligence, speak with a St. Louis automobile accident attorney at The Hoffmann Law Firm, L.L.C. for a free case evaluation. Call (314) 361-4242 today.
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